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About Us

RwangaFoundationisanon-governmentalorganization,whichenvisagesaworldwherequality
education is accessible for all. Its mission is to provide services, build capacities and design
policiestoensureeasyaccesstoeducationforallandimprovetheoveralleducationalstandards
in Kurdistan and the greater global community.

Rwanga’s strategic goals are to develop platforms for youth to discover talents and fulfill their
potentials,introducethelatesttechnology,includinge-learningsystemtotheeducationprocess
inordertomeettheadvancedinternationalstandards,createacultureand passionforlearning
in particular among the youth.

Rwanga Foundation is based in Kurdistan and officially launched its activities in September
2013 toconduct projectsand activitiesall overIraqthroughits fourmain sectors of education,
youth, environment and vulnerable groups.
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During the course of the year 2018,
RwangaFoundationcontinuedcarrying
out projects and activities in the four
sectors of Education, Youth, Environ-
ment and Vulnerable Groups.

The Foundation, during the period of
twelve months - January through De-
cember 2018 conducted thirty eight
projects,whichincludedvariousactiv-
ities,

providing assistance and support to
more than halfa million people of dif-
ferent age, gender and communities
includinghost, IDPsandrefugees,with
a particular focus on female and male
youth.

The projects and activities included
buildinganddevelopinghuman capac-
ity, mainly of the youth aged 15-35,
throughproviding vocationaltraining,

formal and non-formal education
courses as well as creating platforms
andopportunitiesfortheyouthtonet-
work, learn,shareexperienceandwork,
including voluntary work, to become
socially and economically active and
self-reliant.

Improvingtheinfrastructureofschools
and other educational facilities has
been another
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significantcomponentofthe Founda-
tion’s program to develop the educa-
tionalenvironmentmainly of children
and youth.

Raisingawarenessofthepublicingen-
eraland the youthin particularabout
theimportanceofeducation,environ-
mental protection, therole of youthin
developingsocietywasanothersignifi-
cantachievementduringthecourseof
the year.

IRRLET "

EDICOO




Additionally,RwangaFoundationpro-
vided basic support and assistance

to help people in need, mainly during

emergencies, to enable them to be-
come more resilient and self-depen-
dent.
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GREEN CIRCLE GROUP

Thethirtyeightprojectswereconduct-
edin close coordination with the rele-
vantgovernmentauthoritiesaswellas
otherconcerned stakeholdersinclud-
ingthetargetpeople,non-government
and other civil society organizations.
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The main donors and partners of
"Rwanga Foundation included
international and local organizations,
‘among others: Deutsche Gesellschaft
fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ), HELP - German Foundation,
Silatech Foundation, World Bank,
Coordinamento delle Organizzazioni

per il Servizio Volontario (COSV), US-

AID, Marathon Oil, Chamber of Com-

merce Antwerp-Waasland (VOKA),

PASS, MRF Group, Darwaza Company,

Thelnternational SchoolofChoueifat-
Erbil, Lara School, as well as a number
of companies, public and private uni-
versities, and private donors.
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2.0

Our Sectors

Education in Rwanga dictionary is not only what we gain
from schools and universities. In this sector we talk about
practical learning to make individual lives and society sta-
tusbetter.RwangaFoundationaspirestomake everyone’s
life a learning journey.

Youth is the driving force of today and the future aspirant
leaders fortomorrow, therefore involving themin the cur-
rent society is very important and necessary to empower
them with the right skills and lead them in the best way.

Environment protection beingaglobalconcern,isalsothe
area of concentration for Rwanga Foundation. Through
awareness programs,and providing publicserviceand ba-
sicneeds,RwangaFoundationishighlyinvolvedinprotect-
ing and keeping clean the earth planet.

Povertyfilledwithfearcannotfocusonlearning!providing
thevulnerablegroupswithbasicneedstosurvive,continue
theireducationanddeveloptheirskillsareRwangaFounda-
tion'smainobjectives.RwangaFoundationiscommittedto
support people in need to integrate in the society to be-
come a part of it for a brighter future.
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Educationisnotlimitedtotheknowledgeonegainsfromschooloruniversity, butitis
‘acontinuouslearningprocessthroughpracticalandinnovativeapproaches.Rwanga
Foundationbelievesthatqualityeducationshouldbeaccessibleforallandstrivesto
improvethevariousaspectsoflearningandeducation.Asinthepastyears,Rwanga
Foundation,incoordination a‘ndpar-tnershipwith internationalandlocalorganiza-
tions,conducted19hardandsoftprojectsinthesectorofeducationbenefitingmore
than 170,952 people. :
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FundedbyGerman Federal Ministryof
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment “BMZ’, in partnership with GIZ,
and in Coordination with Ministry of
Education, Rwanga Foundation ren-
ovated 31 schools in Erbil, Sulaimani
and Duhok, where more than 20,000
students, teachersandadministrative
staff were involved in the education
process every academic year.

Theprojectsincludedathorough ren-
ovationsuchasfixingdoors,windows,
water and sanitation systems, electri-
cal facilities, walls and ceiling cracks;
inaddition to plastering, painting and
cleaning the schools.

The project’s primary objective wasto
findemploymentforjoblessfemaleand
maleyouthinthementionedgovernor-
ates. Through the school renovation
projects,around1,500femaleandmale
youth from the host, IDP and refugee
communitieswereprovidedwithtem-
porary employment.



Moreover,financedbyitsowngenerat-
ed funds, Rwanga Foundation, in Erbil
governorate, renovated four schools,
provided educational materials and
equipment to 26 schools in Mergasor
andaschoolinPiran,extendedawork-
shopspaceforthestudentsofsculpture
andpaintingintheFineArtsinstitutein
Rwandiz,andcarriedoutbasicrenova-
tionofthebuildingoftheDirectorateof
Education-Erbil.

Thebeneficiariesofthementionedproj-
ectswerearound8,000students,teach-
ing and administration staff.

TheFoundationalsoimplementedoth-
er soft projects through its own funds
suchasMathematicsCompetition, Uni-
versityVideoGuideforthehighschool
graduates, Rwanga Book Project, etc.,
toprovidenon-formaleducationcours-
esandguidancetostudentsandyouth.

Additionally, in partnership with The
International SchoolofChoueifat,Lara
Private School, Scholar, and VOKA,
RwangaFoundationconducted other
educational projects and established
learning platforms benefiting about
2,800 people.

Involving youth in creating positive
changes and developing society is an
absolutenecessity.Therefore,support-
inganddevelopingcapabilitiesofyouth
isoneofthemainobjectivesofRwanga
Foundationwhichiscarriedoutthrough
providingvariousopportunitiesforthe
youthtoplayavitalroleand becomea
pillarofdevelopingthesocietyinallas-
pects.

During the course of the year 2018,
Rwanga Foundation conducted ten
projects in the sector of youth assist-
ing and supporting around 240,000
female and male youth from the host,
IDP and refugee communities.

Alsoanother200,000youthweredirect
orindirectbeneficiariesofprojectsand
activities carried out under the other
three sectors of education, environ-
mentandvulnerablegroups.Theproj-
ectsinthe youth sector mainlyinclud-
ed developing skills and capabilities,
creatingnetworkingplatforms,intern-
shipandvoluntaryworkopportunities,
livelihoodandemploymentforfemale
and male youth.
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Working for a Better Future

One of the main youth projects im-
plemented by Rwanga Foundation is
Rwanga Foras whichisa platform that
bringstogetherdifferentresources,op-
portunitiesandinitiativesforeveryone,
mainlyyouthanduniversitygraduates,
whoareeagertolearn,workanddevel-
opthemselvesbutdonotknowwhere

Rwanga Foras, which has been man-
agedbytheRwangaFoundationinpart-
nership with Silatech Foundation and
MicrosoftCorporationforthethirdsuc-
cessful year, operates all over Iraq to
providehost,|IDPandrefugeeyouthwith
freeaccesstoawidevarietyofresourc-
es through online and offline training

RWANG A to start. coursesincludingpersonalizedadvice
DECIDE COMMIT SUCCEED onhow towrite CVand learnaboutin-

terview skills and work ethics.
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Itisacareerguidancetoolthatprovides Itisworthmentioningthattheprojects
virtual advising to help young people alsoincludetheRwangaForasinterna-
determine the career path that best tionalJobFairwhichtookplaceonSep-
matchestheir lifeaspirations.Rwanga tember 9th and 10th in Erbil, in which

Foras is also registering companies in 120localandinternationalcompanies,
ordertobridgeconnectionsbetweenjob organizationsand universities partici-
providersandjobseekers,byannounc- patedandover 15,000youngjobseek-
ingjobvacanciesandestablishingnet- ers attended to establish connections

working platformsin orderto provide withthejobprovidersandsubmittheir
morejobopportunitiesandimprovethe CVs for potential job opportunities.
youth wellbeing.
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The Rwanga Awards 2018

consisted of 10 categories:

Short Film, Short Story, Recycled Art,
Drawing, Scientific Innovation, Entre-
preneurship, SoloMusic, Software De-
velopment, Poetry and Photography.

\l'

agl A
=

<
Gl

With the goal ofimproving and foster-
ingyouthpotentials,theRwangaAnnu-
alAwardswaslaunchedtodiscovertal-
ents,strengthenconfidenceandcallfor
artistic, literary and scientific projects
produced by theyouthaged between
15 and 25.

After a thorough evaluation by an in-
dependentcommittee of experts,ina
two-hour ceremony on the 6th of De-
cember2018, thirtywinnershad been
announced as first, second and third
place winners for the ten categories.
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Moreover,inconnectionwithcarrying
out the livelihood activities for youth,
RwangaFoundation,inpartnershipwith
the Comitato di coordinamento delle
OrganizzazioniperilServizioVolontar-
io(COSV)andfundedbytheEuropean
Union(EU)implementedtheprojectof
‘Resilient Communities: Supporting
Livelihoods, Educationand Social Sta-
bilityfor Syrian Refugee and Host Pop-
ulation’benefitingmorethan800host,
refugee and IDP youth.

The projectincluded vocational train-
ing courses of mobile maintenance,
mechanicalmaintenance, sewingand
hairdressing,followingbybusinessde-
velopmentsupportcourses,aswell as
sessions on writing CV, writing cover
letter, and interview skills as a contri-
bution by Rwanga Foundation.
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Additionally,fundedbytheWorldBank,
theFoundationimplemented’Promot-
ing Private Sector Employment to Fe-
male Job Seekers’ project. The project
was to motivatefemale youthtowork,
become financially independent and
self-reliant.

Theprojectstartedwithasurveyonover
4,000womenwhoareregisteredasjob
seekers on the Foras Portal in order to
findouthowmanyofthemarestilllook-
ingforjobs,whataretheirinterests,the
challenges they face, and in what way
the challenges can be addressed and
possibly resolved. The project also in-
cludedguidingandsupportingwomen
whowereinterestedtowork, mainlyin
the private sector.



Youth

Volunteer

Initiative
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On the other hand, through its own-
generatedfunds,RwangaFoundation
launched the project of 'Youth Volun-
teer Initiative’ Voluntary work is gen-
erally considered an altruistic activity
often intended to promote goodness
and improve quality of life. However,
volunteersusuallyneedsomesupport
to carry out such activities.
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Therefore,andinordertopavetheway
towards promoting the culture of vol-
untaryandcommunityworkamongthe
youth, Rwanga Foundation launched
the project encouraging the youth to
participateinacompetitiontobefund-
edandsupportedtoimplementprojects
for the best benefit of the public.

Outof115submitted projects, 10proj-
ects were selected (3 in Erbil, 2 in Su-
laimani, 2 in Duhok, 1 in Kirkuk, and 2
inHalabja).Itisworthmentioning that
101youthwereinvolvedinimplement-
ingtheprojectsbenefitingabout17,000
children,youth, womenandelderlyin
the five mentioned governorates.
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The project of ‘Talk@Rwanga'has also
been launched in the first half of the
year,whichisa platform forthetalent-
ed and successful youth to share their
experienceandsuccessstorieswiththe
publicandcommunicatethattoothers
through various communication and
social media channels.

The Talk@Rwanga Videos have been
sharedthroughsocialmediachannels,
YouTube, and Rwanga Foundation’s
website. 2,690 viewers have been in-
volvedinwatchingandcommentingon
the videos during 2018.
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InDecember2018,RwangaFoundation,
incoordinationwiththeGIZQudraPro-
gramme, which isfunded by the Euro-
pean Union Regional Trust Fund (Ma-
dad)and the German Federal Ministry
ofofEconomicCooperationandDevel-
opment“BMZ’, has started the project

of ‘Vocational Training and Business

Start-upCourses‘'whichincludes47vo-
cationalcoursesand 12 businessstart-

up courses in the Kurdistan Region of

Iraq (KRI).

Theprojectistotargetaboutonethou-
sand host, IDP, refugee and returnee
youth inthefourgovernorates of Erbil
, Sulaimani, Duhok and Halabja. The
project will continue until April 2019.

Environmentalprotectionandenviron-
mental education, which is a global
concern, holds an important place in

Rwanga’s vision and mission. Rwanga
Foundation,throughawareness-raising

campaigns, environmental guidance,

and provision of basic materials, plays

asignificantroleinkeepingtheenviron-
mentcleanandprotected.ltisestimat-
ed that over 45,000 people benefited
fromthethreeenvironmentalprojects
and activities carried out by the Foun-
dation during the year 2018.

In partnership with MRF Group, a na-

tionwide campaign was launched in

Kurdistanwhichincludedenvironmen-
tal activities in public and visiting ba-

sic and high schools in Erbil, Sulaima-
ni,Duhok,Halabja,Zakho,Akre,Ranya,

Garmianand Sorantoraiseawareness

andencouragethestudentsandyouth

to recycle and re-use products.

Theactivitywasconductedinconnec-
tion with the World Environment Day
2018 theme ‘Beat Plastic Pollution
which was a call for action to reduce
plastic pollution in the world.










Additionally,MarathonOilandRwanga

Foundationagreedtousetheremaining
funds from the project of ‘Cash Assis-

tance to the Martyrs Families, which
hadbeenimplementedduring2017,to

conductincome-generatingprojectsfor
themartyrsfamilymembersinorderto
support them to become qualified to
workandeconomicallyself-dependent.

Hence,RwangaFoundationorganized
a two-month English and Comput-
er course for one hundred female and
male youth in Erbiland supported the
qualifiedparticipantstoworkasinterns
in companies and organizations.

The Foundation also held two sewing
courses for thirty women, heads of
households,in Soranand Hareer.They
were also given sewing machinesand
materials to start-up small-scale busi-
ness projects.

Otheractivitiesin the sectorofvulner-
ablegroupsincludedprovidinggiftsto
childrenatthe Autism Centerin Zakho
town in coordination with the Career
DevelopmentCenter(CDC)volunteers
inZakhoUniversity,and providinguni-
forms, stationerymaterials,winter-out-
fitsand shoes to children with specific
needs in Sulaimani.

TheRwangaFoundationalsoorganized
awareness sessionsfor parents of chil-
dren with specific needs in Erbil, and

‘supportedthelnternational Federation

ofMedicalStudentsAssociations (IFM-
SA)andMedicalandDentistrystudents
of the Duhok University to provide
health awareness sessions and make
various medical and dentistry checks
forabout300vulnerablepeopleinneed
inTel-Esqoftown,Ninevehgovernorate.
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Statistical Report
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Education

Male Female

2007

Renovation of Four Schools in Erbil

Basic Renovation of Twelve Schools

University Guide Video

Minor Rerovation of Bahirkai Hawcharkh Basic School
Lara Private School Fundraise Festival

Supporting Piran High School

Minor renovation in Zhwan Kindergartan

Minor renovation im Hasarok High School

Building Prefabricated Hall st Rawandz Fine Arts Institute
Awanga Book Project

Choose Your Specialization Conference (CYS)

Income generation for [DPs, refugees and socially vulnerable
households in host communities (Renovating 15 schools)

Back To School Drive

Minor Renovation of Talar City Basic School

Minoe Removation of Rozak School

Praviding Whitebosrds and Kerosene Heaters to 26 Schooks
Renovation of General Directorate of Education - Erbil

Plate Project
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Youth

Male Female
59% 41%
-14 15-35 36+

1% 83% 16%
Host iDP Refugees
14% 22% 64%
Rwanga Foras

Resilient Communities: Supporting Livelihoods, Education
and Social Stability for Syrian Refugee and Host Population

Youth Volunteers Initiative

Talk@Rwanga

Promating Private Sector Employment To Female Job Seekers

Who Is a Successful Youth?

Android Mabile Application Training Course

Rwanga Foras Intemational Job Fair 2018

Rwanga Annual Awards

Vocational Training and Business Start-up Courses

172,744

120,615

3,400

242,951

47,008

187,176

66,105
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Improving 15 School Green Yards

IDPs by 6 Community Centers Duhok

10% Rest of Iraq

2013
Beneficiaries per Year

Water Conservancy Behavior Change —— Income-generating Project for Peshmerga Martyr Families
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Support Autistic Children
Providing Medical Services for Peshmerga Forces

Awareness Sessions for Parents of Children with Specific Needs

Beneficiaries 38 projects

by Geographical Location 543,596 o T
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Vocational Training courses on Water Network Maintenance
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Way Forward 2019

Envisioningtheoverallgoalof sustain-
abledevelopmentthroughdeveloping
capabilities and capacities of people
and institutions to become more ef-
fective and self-reliant, Rwanga Foun-
dation,inpartnershipwiththeinterna-
tionalorganizationsandincoordination
withtheconcernedgovernmentauthor-
ities, local NGOs and other relevant
stakeholders has planstoconductthe
followingprojectsandactivitiesduring
the year 2019:




Education

. Renovateschools, particularlythe
overcrowdedschoolsindisadvantaged
areas, where students from host, IDP
andrefugeecommunitiesareinvolved
in educational process;

. Support schools and students
with educational supplies, stationery
and other necessary school materials;

. Createopportunitiesforstudents
to participate in events and competi-
tions and support and reward the tal-
ented ones to further pursue their fu-
ture dreams;

. Create and publish educational
learningprogramsandvideosmainlyin
relationtoformalbutalsoinformaled-
ucationthroughsocialmediaandother
channels of communication.
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Youth

. ContinuetheRwangaForasProj-
ect, including Rwanga Foras Interna-
tional Job Fair, to provide vocational
training tounemployedyouthsandto
connecttheyoungfemaleandmalejob
seekerswithjobproviderstobridgethe
gap towards youth employment;

. Continuetoseizeotheropportu-
nitiestoprovidevocationaltrainingand
education to female and male youths,
placethemintojobs,andsupportthem
to start their own businesses;

. Provideplatformsforfemaleand
male youth to take part in events and
competitions,whetherface-to-faceor
online, to further develop their skills
and motivate other youths to take the
path to success;

. Createopportunitiesandsupport
femaleand maleyouthstobeinvolved
involunteering activitiesforthebene-
fits of public.

Environment

. Raise awareness of public about
environmental protection, water con-
servancy, saving energy and otheren-
vironmentalconcernsthroughcommu-
nity meetings, social media channels,
videos, TV programs, campaigns, etc.;

. Participate in activities related
to keeping the environment clean in
partnershipwithinternationalandlocal
NGOsaswellastheconcernedgovern-
ment authorities and local communi-
ties;

. Carryoutandparticipateinactiv-
itiesandcampaignsrelatedtoplanting
and other green activities.

VulnerableGroups

. In partnership with the GIZ, con-
tinue to support the six community
social centers in the six IDP camps in
Duhok to strengthen resilience of the
vulnerablelDPsandtosupportthemto
become self-reliant;

. Implement projects and activi-
tiestosupportvulnerablegroupsfrom
the host, IDP, and refugee communi-
ties, both inside and out of camps, to
becomeeconomicallydependentand
self-reliant;

- Conductprojectsandactivitiesto
developskillsofthevulnerablegroups
and support them to establish small
businessesincludinghome-basedbusi-
ness projects;

- Take part in humanitarian relief
operationsespeciallyduringmanmade
ornaturaldisasterswhen itcausesdis-
placement of people.
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Contact US

info@rwanga.org
WWW.rwanga.org

Erbil
+964 750 815 5550

Sulaimani
+964 751 010 1665
+964 53 323 9211

Duhok

+964 750 767 1995
+964 750 767 1996

Erbil Headquarter Office

Floor 16, Tower 4, Empire Business Towers, Erbil

Sulaimani Office
German Village Villa No:4.

Duhok Office

Rojvin Road, House NO (31) Takhy Botan of KRO Street, Kurdistan Iraq.

o /RwangaOrg

/rwangafoundation

o /RwangaFdn

@ frwangafoundation
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